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 بسم هللا الرحمن الرحيم

In the Name of Allah, Most Merciful, Ever Merciful 

 

21/06/2017 

 

Friday Sermon (Khutbah) - Keeping Safe & Reporting Crime 
 

 

PART ONE: 

 مضل فال هللا يهده من ، أعمالنا سيئات ومن أنفسنا شرور من باهلل ونعوذ ونستغفره ونستعينه نحمده هلل الحمد إن

 ورسوله عبده محمدا أن وأشهد له شريك ال وحده هللا إال إله ال أن وأشهد له هادي فال يضلل ومن له 

 يا أيها الذين ءامنوا اتقوا هللا حق تقاته، وال تموتن إال وأنتم مسلمون. 

 

My dear respected brothers and sisters, 

Salaamu Alaykum, Peace be with you 

 

As you know, the Jumuah Khutbah (Friday Sermon) is one of the ways that we – as a Muslim 

Community – communicate with each other on issues that affect us and are of concern to us.  

 

In recent weeks we have witnessed a tragedy in our country: a series of terrorist attacks committed by 

individuals seeking to tear the fabric of British society and divide us. 

 

Most recently, earlier this week this tragedy took place again with an attack on worshippers in North 

London who had finished their taraweeh prayers. This is the phenomenon of Islamophobia – the 

unfounded hostility towards Muslims – which is driving violence that is causing social division and thus 

is harmful to all British citizens, in the same way that the unjust violence perpetrated by criminals on 

Westminster Bridge, Manchester Arena and London Bridge in recent weeks is dividing the very fabric of 

our society. 

 

The Prophet (pbuh) is reported to have said: “The believers, in their mutual mercy, love and 

compassion, are like a (single) body; if one part of it feels pain, the rest of the body will join it in 

staying awake and suffering fever.” Sahih Muslim (2586) 

 

Staying quiet to such injustice is not an option. We have to become an active community which rejects 

attacks on our faith and attacks on universal values such as the freedom to religion - but we have to do 

this through the proper channels of reporting hate crime rather than taking the law into our own hands.  

 

Look at the example of the Imam from North London – Imam Mohammed Mahmoud - who refused to 

allow anyone to harm the terrorist – 47 year old Darren Osborne - who attacked worshippers. After 

crowds brought Osborne under control, he made sure nobody would harm him and waited for the police 

to arrive and deal with the situation. He followed the law of the land and he did no harm to anyone but 

rather, went out of his way to protect. He was guided by principles of justice and love which we should 

seek to embody too as the seerah (life story of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)) is full of such examples.  

 

 أقول قولي هذا، واستغفر هللا لي ولكم، فاستغفروه، إنه هو الغفور الرحيم.
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PART TWO: 

 ومن له مضل فال هللا يهده من ، أعمالنا سيئات ومن أنفسنا شرور من باهلل ونعوذ ونستغفره ونستعينه نحمده هلل الحمد إن
 ورسوله عبده محمدا أن وأشهد له شريك ال وحده هللا إال إله ال أن وأشهد له هادي فال يضلل

 

 يا أيها الذين ءامنوا اتقوا هللا وقولوا قوالً سديداً، يصلح لكم أعمالكم، ويغفر لكم ذنوبكم، ومن يطع هللا ورسوله، 

 فقد فاز فوزاً عظيما.

 

In the first speech (khutbah), we spoke about the phenomenon of Islamophobia and how a) we must react 

to it with patience and calm, but also b) not stay silent but speak up against it. In this second speech 

(khutbah), I would like to highlight to all of you some practical steps that we can take in order to keep 

ourselves and our children safe insha’Allah. 

 

Step 1: Being more aware 

 When you come to the mosque, be aware of your surroundings and those people who are 

around you. If you see someone acting suspicious, report it.  

 Where possible, try to travel to and from the mosques as a group. 

 Be aware of emergency exits in our mosque in order to help safeguard everyone. It is far better 

to take safety procedures now and not have to use them rather than not having any safety 

procedures at all. 

 Please remember that the responsibility of safety relies on all of us, from members of the 

mosque committee to you who attend the mosque for prayers. Indeed Allah (swt) says in the 

Holy Quran: “The believing men and believing women are allies of one another. They 

enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong and establish prayer and give zakah and 

obey Allah and His Messenger.” (Quran 9:71). 

 

Step 2: Report any incidents 

 If God forbid an incident is to occur - whether that be in the mosque or when you are out on the 

street - report it to the Police immediately by calling 999 directly. 

 Many people are afraid of reporting or they think the Police will not take them seriously. 

According to a report by the Muslim Council of Britain (MCB), a two-year study by Leicester 

University in 2016 found that only one-third of hate crime against Muslims is being reported. 

 But it is vital that you do report, not only for the sake of gaining justice for yourself but to protect 

your brothers and sisters in Islam too, as when a criminal is arrested, they are off our streets 

and thus, cannot cause harm to anyone else. 

 The Prophet (pbuh) said: “Whoever among you sees an evil action, let him change it with 

his hand [by taking action]; if he cannot, then with his tongue [by speaking out]; and if he 

cannot, then with his heart – and that is the weakest of faith” Sahih Muslim. 

 

How can you report an incident? 

  

a) Immediate threat: Call 999 directly. If you are afraid, speak to your friend or family member 

who can call the Police on your behalf. 

 

b) Less Immediate threats – report online via: 

a. Muslim Council of Britain (MCB) reporting form: www.mcb.org.uk/reporting-form/ 

b. MEND Islamophobia reporting form: www.mend.org.uk/report-islamophobia 

c. Government Hate Crime reporting service: www.gov.uk/report-hate-crime 

http://mcb.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a184893bc94bece639f44ab17&id=02e2c749f0&e=536f04f69f
http://www.mend.org.uk/report-islamophobia
http://mcb.us14.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=a184893bc94bece639f44ab17&id=fb34c27440&e=536f04f69f


 

Page 3 of 3   www.mcb.org.uk/friday-sermons 
 

 
 

 

MEND also have an Islamophobia Response Unit which can provide you with support and even legal 

assistance should you need it. As a community, we must be united in our efforts to stop Islamophobia. 

We owe it to the next generation of Muslims to speak out now, to seek justice now, to prevent threats to 

ourselves now. Being passive and remaining quiet is not an option. 

 

Step 3: Staying calm and united 

 Finally, it is natural to feel more anxious or worried in such times as these. 

 Let us not forget that just like those who commit evil deeds in the name of Islam – those who 

are violent against Muslims are a minority in this country. We must always strive to remain calm 

and united at all times. 

 So, do not stop living your life normally because of these incidents, but rather continue as 

normal and just be aware of the small extra things we can do to keep our families safe as I have 

outlined above. 

 Do not forget that our beloved Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) and his community of early Muslims 

in Makkah were persecuted heavily, but that time passed because Allah provided the Muslims 

with a means to move on whilst they remained patient.  

 We live in a democratic and free society where the freedom to practice one’s religion exists, and 

the vast majority of citizens of Britain want it to stay that way al-hamdulillah (Praise be to God). 

We should try our utmost to support these calls as well and prevent the voices of those who 

want to spread hate. 

 

Step 4: Engage with your neighbours 

 Lastly, at these times, many of our non-Muslim neighbours of other or no faith are sympathetic 

towards Muslims and want show support – in this time it is important we reach out to them. 

 If you have neighbours who want to show their solidarity or support, invite them for iftar at your 

home during the Month of Ramadhan or a normal meal at any other time of the year. 

 If you are involved in running or volunteering at a mosque or Islamic center, have you thought 

about organizing a community iftar and inviting your non-Muslim neighbours. Dozens of 

mosques did this last weekend as part of a national campaign called The Great Get Together. 

 Alternatively you could organise a mosque open day such as the ‘Visit My Mosque’ day initiative 

 Let us also take this opportunity to build greater bonds of friendship with our neighbours 

insha’Allah (God Willing). 

 

Summary 

In summary, our religion is a religion of justice, of hope and of love. Allah (Swt) says in the Quran: 

 

“O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm in justice, witnesses for Allah, even if it 

be against yourselves or parents and relatives…” (Quran 4:135). 

 

This epitomizes what we should be living by, a desire to achieve justice for all of society, and this 

includes refusing to accept Islamophobia. 

 

I pray that we can all embody the spirit needed to call for justice wherever we see injustice. May Allah 

grant peace and security to the global Muslim community (ummah), may Allah grant us steadfastness 

to practice our religion, may Allah keep us safe against divisive forces.   

 

I ask Allah for forgiveness for you and me, for He is All Forgiving and All Merciful. 


