
T  H  E    M U S L I M     C O U N C  I  L    O F     B R I T A I N 
 

 
 

PO BOX 57330   London E1 2WJ  
Tel 0845 26 26 786  

Email: admin@mcb.org.ukhttp://www.mcb.org.uk 
 

 

 
 

 
Mr Steven Thompson QC 
Chair 
International Committee 
The Bar Council 
289-293 High Holborn 
London WC1V 7HZ 
 
And by email: paul.horsfield@xxiv.co.uk 
 
28th September 2019 
 
Dear Mr Atkins 
 
Re: Kashmir and Indian Government Revocation of Article 370 
 
I am writing to you as Chair of the Legal Affairs Committee of the Muslim Council of Britain, to raise our 
concern regarding the grave situation in Indian occupied Kashmir. 
 
As you will be aware, on 05 August 2019, India revoked Article 370 – the Article giving Indian occupied 
Kashmir (IoK) special status. Since then IoK has been in a state of lockdown and unprecedented restrictions 
have been put in place against the eight million, men, women and children who remain prisoners in their 
own homes. The region is totally cut off from the world without any visibility or transparency of the 
situation.  Today marks the 51st day since these restrictions were imposed and yet there is a complete lack 
of action by the politicians and global powers. 
 
Article 370 
On 05 August 2019, the Indian president signed a decree abolishing Article 370 of the 
Constitution, stripping the significant autonomy the Muslim majority region of Kashmir had enjoyed for 
seven decades, in contravention of the country’s own constitution, international law and UN resolutions.  
 
It is particularly significant against the backdrop of the recent political climate in India where last month, a 
senior leader of the ruling party, the BJP hinted that the government was planning to form exclusive Hindu 
settlements in the region. Further, Prime Minister Modi led his BJP to a landslide win in May on the back of 
a divisive campaign that ostensibly targeted Muslims, vowing to remove Article 370 and its 35A provision. 
 
Human Rights violations 
The limited media Reports state that between 4,000 and 8,000 people - including political leaders, business 
people and activists - are reported to have been unlawfully detained. Many have been moved to prisons 
outside the state. 
 
Since then, a number of reports have come out regarding the extent of brutality being inflicted by the 
Indian forces.  Security forces in Indian-administered Kashmir have been accused of carrying out beatings 
and torture. The BBC reported that several villagers who said they were beaten with sticks and cables, and 
given electric shocks1.  
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Journalists have also been reporting on food and medicine shortages. Doctors and medical staff have said 
they are unable to cope with more casualties and injured people, and there are fears of a further escalation 
of violence.  The response of the Indian security forces has been nothing short of illegal and brutal and this 
is demonstrated when Dr Omar Salim a urologist at the Government Medical College in the state capital of 
Srinagar spoke to the media on 27th August informing that the current situation was resulting in life-saving 
machines running out and new orders not being possible.  He was detained within minutes of speaking to 
the media and his whereabouts since that date are unknown. 
 
A report by the National Federation of Indian Women, detailed that around 13,000 young boys have been 
detained since its autonomous status was revoked on 5th August and that some boys, as young as 14, had 
been imprisoned for up to 45 days.  The report further sets out that families were paying 60,000 rupees 
(£678) for the release of their children (Telegraph 25th September 2019). 
 
UN experts issued a statement announcing “The shutdown of the internet and telecommunication 
networks, without justification from the Government, are inconsistent with the fundamental norms of 
necessity and proportionality”.  
 
“The blackout is a form of collective punishment of the people of Jammu and Kashmir, without even a 
pretext of a precipitating offence.” 
 
“We remind the Indian authorities that the restrictions imposed by the Indian Government are intrinsically 
disproportionate, because they preclude considerations of the specific circumstances of each proposed 
assembly,” the experts stated. 
 

The UN's High Commissioner has said she is "deeply concerned" about the Indian's government's actions in 

Kashmir and called for an end to lockdowns and communication blockage. 

 

At the same time, information received suggests an increase in the arrest of political figures, journalists, 
human rights defenders, protesters and others. 
 
The experts expressed deep concern over reports that security forces were conducting night raids on 
private homes leading to the arrests of young people. The Indian Supreme Court is currently looking into 
reports of child detentions. 
 
“Such detentions could constitute serious human rights violations,” the experts spelled out. “The 
allegations must be thoroughly investigated by the authorities, and, if confirmed, those responsible must 
be held accountable”.  
 
Moreover, they are “gravely concerned” over allegations that “the whereabouts of some of those detained 
is not known”, heightening the risk of enforced disappearances, “which may proliferate against the 
backdrop of mass arrests and restricted access to the internet and other communications networks”. 
 
The independent experts also raised the alarm over excessive force against protesters, including the use of 
live ammunition, which could amount to violations of the right to life.  
 
The European Parliament's Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET) on Monday 2nd September also 
demanded the Indian government to immediately lift the 29-day curfew in occupied Kashmir that has 
created a humanitarian crisis in the valley, but this was ignored. 
 

https://www.business-standard.com/topic/kashmir
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In June, Amnesty International reported that the Indian government is widely misusing a law allowing for 
detention without trial in Occupied Kashmir. Head of Amnesty International India, Aakar Patel,  said the 
Public Safety Act is a “lawless law” under which the authorities hold children, old people and the disabled. 
Thousands of Kashmiris have been arrested under the PSA, which allows preventive detention of people 
against whom there may be no recognised criminal offence for up to two years. 
 
A United Nations report published in July said the Indian government "continues to use various forms of 
arbitrary detention to target protesters, political dissidents and other civil society actors". 
Several other human rights groups have accused India of using detention and torture to counter rebellion 
in Kashmir, with impunity granted to security forces under the controversial Armed Forces Special Powers 
Act (AFSPA). 
 
We would urge the International Committee of the Bar Council to 

- Issue a statement condemning the human rights violations and urge the Indian Government to 

abide by UN resolutions. A number of trade unions including the GMB, Unite and UCU – have 

issued statements calling for an end to the lockdown in Kashmir;  

 
- Support a fact-finding mission of lawyers to the region; and 

 

- Collaborate with lawyers’ organisations to urge our Prime Minister to insist the Indian Government 

to comply with the United Nations resolution and to end this illegal curfew and detention of 

innocent civilians.  Historically the Law Society, the Bar Council, the Association of Muslim Lawyers 

and the Society of Black Lawyers have worked collaboratively on issues pertaining to human rights 

abuses and set a precedent that many have followed. 

 

We are also considering submitting a joint letter to the Prime Minister and would welcome your 
support in this.   As lawyers who should be at the forefront demanding justice and fair treatment, we 
feel that silence is not an option and would invite you to join us in stepping forward and providing a 
voice for the oppressed people of Kashmir. 
 
We shall also be writing to the International Bar Association and the Law Society. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely 

Ifath Nawaz 
Mrs Ifath Nawaz 
Chair, Legal Affairs Committee  
Muslim Council of Britain 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/report-condemns-kashmir-public-safety-act-180622053540880.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/07/report-kashmir-calls-probe-human-rights-violations-190708155531803.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/topics/categories/human_rights.html

