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How to host a hustings event 
Hustings: An open meeting held in the run up to an election. It’s a chance for voters to meet the candidates 

who want to represent them as their next MP. The candidates answer a series of questions which give people 

a chance to hear their views on a range of issues that will affect them and their community. 

Holding a hustings enables organisations to help voters in their communities engage effectively with their 

political representatives and raise issues which are important to them. 

Preparing for the hustings 

1. Decide on a date. Choose a time that will attract the biggest crowd and send a formal invitation to all 

prospective parliamentary candidates well in advance, giving them as much notice as possible.  

Be sure to hold the event with as many candidates as can attend, so voters can hear a diversity of 

views and meet everyone standing for election. 

2. Spread the word! Invite as many people from your local area as the venue will hold. Make sure the audience is 

representative of the electorate: include young voters, older voters, men and women. 

3. Find your host. Choose someone familiar with key political issues so they can challenge answers if needed. An 

ideal host would have experience chairing discussions, the ability to think on their feet, control a lively crowd 

and treat audience members and candidates firmly but fairly. 

4. Get some volunteers. Recruit a few stewards to greet guests and direct them to their seats and facilitate the 

audience asking questions. 

Remember: Charity Commission guidance (CC9) advises that charities must not support or oppose a 

specific political party. This doesn’t prevent them from supporting or opposing specific policies. Be sure you 

are not promoting or opposing a particular candidate more than others. 

Running the hustings 

 Create a running order for the event so you know roughly how much time each section will take, and make 

sure the candidates know the format. 

 Welcome the audience with a brief introduction on the importance of voting and introduce the host. The 

host should and the rules for asking questions. For example, all questions must be fair and answers by 

candidates must be listened to respectfully.  

 Have each candidate make an introductory statement, not lasting more than a few minutes. 

 Question each candidate on a range of broad policy areas to give the audience an understanding of 

their positions. 

 Open the floor up to questions, allowing audience members to ask about the issues that are most 

important to them. 

For assistance in setting up a hustings, or for any support on the General Election, contact muslimsvote@mcb.org.uk 


