
 

 

 
 
12 March 2020 
 
Dear Affiliate, 
Salam Alaykum, Peace be with you 
 
COVID-19 guidance for Muslim institutions 
 
 As you may know from media coverage, yesterday it was announced that emergency legislation to 
control the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19) will be introduced in the UK next week. 
 
I am writing to all MCB Affiliates today to update you on the steps we are taking to make our Muslim 
communities more aware of the need to act regarding this serious issue and to ensure our 
institutions are ready for the impact the emergency changes in legislation are very likely to bring.  
 

1. Online Guidance – Latest guidance is online at www.mcb.org.uk/coronavirus since 26th 
February and is being updated daily. This includes specific guidance for mosques and 
madrasahs which outlines the urgent need to: 

a. Plan for suspension of congregational activities 
b. Advise congregants to keep good hygiene 
c. Support the socially vulnerable and isolated 

 
2. Posters – Please see attached for the latest poster with three key messages, which is suitable 

for sharing on social media. Please note:  
a. We encourage Friday sermons tomorrow to cover the three messages at a minimum 
b. Community organisations are welcome to add their logo onto this poster and 

circulate amongst their members (bit.ly/COVID-edit) 
c. Translations into community languages are under preparation too 

 
3. Stakeholder liaison – We have been liaising with Muslim community doctors, public health 

specialists, burial councils, Hajj/Umrah bodies, scholars and regional/national community 
representatives, as well as externally with the Department for Health and Public Health 
England. Relevant specialist advice is sign-posted from the above latest guidance. 

 
4. Community Resilience Call – This Saturday we are organising an urgent community 

briefing: 
 

Coronavirus in the UK: Briefing on next steps by leading Muslim Doctors 
Saturday 14 March, 10.30-11.30am, Online 

 
The call will begin with a briefing by Muslim health professionals from BIMA (British Islamic Medical 
Association) followed by Q&A. To register to attend, please click here: bit.ly/2IHRNNE 
 
A recording will be available afterwards for those who are unable to attend. 
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Over the next few days, it is clear that the UK will be taking unprecedented efforts to control the 
spread of COVID-19 via emergency legislation.  
 
We are aware that many Muslim institutions have been proactively preparing contingency plans in 
the last few days and weeks, in consultation with their local communities. We urge others who 
haven’t yet, to develop their plans as soon as possible based on latest guidance, and communicate 
these to your members and communities. The MCB is happy to support in whatever way we can to 
facilitate this. 
 
Looking ahead, and based on the experience of other countries, it is likely that the coronavirus 
pandemic will stretch into the Month of Ramadan which starts on approximately 23rd April. 
Worldwide, the global Muslim ummah has already been making plans, for example authorities in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia have decided to suspend iftar and itikaf in Masjid Al Haram at present. 
Closer to home in Britain, communities are urged to keep informed of the latest public health advice 
and be ready to temporarily suspend congregational activities should such a requirement be 
announced. 
 
The next few days and weeks will almost certainly be a testing time across the whole of British 
society. Our thoughts and prayers must be with those who have been afflicted by the coronavirus 
disease already. But we must also ready our communities to be able to support those who are yet 
to be affected in the coming days and weeks, in particular community members aged over 60 years 
old and those with underlying health conditions, who are most at risk.   
 
The Qur’an and Sunnah of our beloved Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) teaches us much 
about remaining resilient in times of adversity, both as individuals and as communities. Therefore, 
now is the time for our communities to show leadership, compassion and kindness, and to work 
hard to ensure our communities in Britain can come together to stop the spread of this disease.  
 
Thank you for everything you have been doing across the country in making preparations, supporting 
one another and sharing best practice in dealing with these uncertain times.  
 
Let us continue to pray and make du’aa for the health, safety and security of all concerned and to 
ensure our communities are at the forefront of being ready, and in supporting and caring for one 
another insha’Allah. 
 
For any questions, suggestions or queries, please do not hesitate to get in touch at sg@mcb.org.uk  
 
Jazakallah, 
 

 
Harun Rashid Khan 
Secretary General 
 
 


