
Burials, Ghusls and Financial Support



Burials & Ghusls
What have we been doing?

- Practice in other countries on funerals and pre-burial handling
- Medical authorities on burials and funeral rites
- Opinions of scholars
- Where we came in
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Medical Authorities
Public Health England1

“Coronavirus (COVID-19) is an infectious disease and can be transmitted when large groups of people 
congregate. However, with certain precautions funerals should continue to take place”

“There is a small but real risk of transmission from the body of a deceased person….Practices that involve 
close personal contact with the deceased should only be carried out using the correct personal protective 
equipment (PPE)”

“The risk from people who have died from a SARS-CoV2 infection arises as a result of aerosols generated in 
the post-mortem handling of the deceased. Management of this hazard will substantially reduce the 
residual risk as the virus will rapidly degrade when not sustained by living tissue”



Medical Authorities
Public Health England
“Individuals who have symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19), or who are part of a household where someone has 
symptoms, or who are vulnerable to severe infection should not participate in rituals or religious gatherings”

“Mourners should not take part in rituals or practices that bring them into close contact with the body. Contact with the 
body should be restricted to those who are wearing PPE and have been trained in the appropriate use of PPE”

Risk of transmission of COVID-19 from an infected body

1) Potential droplet generation from artificial air movement during the initial care of the deceased

2) Post-mortem examination where the use of power tools take place, which is a risk for aerosol 
generation

“Due to the consolidation of respiratory secretions and rapid degradation of the virus when not sustained by 
live tissues, residual hazard from body fluid spillage will not present a risk”



Medical Authorities
Royal College of Pathologists2
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Medical Authorities
World Health Organisation3

“To date there is no evidence of persons having become infected from exposure to the bodies of persons who died from 
COVID-19”

“Ensure that personnel who interact with the body (health care or mortuary staff, or the burial team) apply standard 
precautions, including hand hygiene before and after interaction with the body, and the environment; and use appropriate 
PPE according to the level of interaction with the body, including a gown and gloves”

“Health care workers or mortuary staff preparing the body (e.g. washing the body, tidying hair, trimming nails, or shaving) 
should wear appropriate PPE according to standard precautions (gloves, impermeable disposable gown [or disposable gown 
with impermeable apron], medical mask, eye protection);”



Medical Authorities
World Health Organisation

“Adults >60 years and immunosuppressed persons should not directly interact with the body”

“Human coronaviruses can remain infectious on surfaces for up to 9 days.7 COVID-19 virus has been detected after up to 72 
hours in experimental conditions. Therefore, cleaning the environment is paramount”

“The mortuary must be kept clean and properly ventilated at all times”

“Environmental surfaces, where the body was prepared, should first be cleaned with soap and water, or a commercially 
prepared detergent solution”

“After cleaning, a disinfectant with a minimum concentration of 0.1% (1000 ppm) sodium hypochlorite 
(bleach), or 70% ethanol should be placed on a surface for at least 1 minute.9 Hospital-grade 
disinfectants may also be used as long as they have a label claim against emerging viruses and they 
remain on the surface according to manufacturer’s recommendations



Medical Authorities
World Health Organisation

“Personnel should use appropriate PPE, including respiratory and eye protection, when preparing and using the disinfecting 
solutions; and Items classified as clinical waste must be handled and disposed of properly according to legal requirements”

“Family and friends may view the body after it has been prepared for burial, in accordance with customs. They should not 
touch or kiss the body and should wash hands thoroughly with soap and water after the viewing”

“Those tasked with placing the body in the grave, on the funeral pyre, etc., should wear gloves and wash hands with soap 
and water after removal of the gloves once the burial is complete” 



Medical Authorities
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control4

“There is no evidence so far of transmission of SARS-CoV-2 through the handling of bodies of deceased persons” 

“The potential risk of transmission related to the handling of bodies of deceased persons with suspected or confirmed 
COVID-19 is considered low and can be related to: 

- Direct contact with human remains or bodily fluids where the virus is present
- Direct contact with contaminated fomites.”

“As viable SARS-CoV-2 may persist on surfaces for days, there is the possibility that the virus also persists on deceased 
bodies. Therefore, unnecessary contact with bodies should be minimised by those not wearing personal protective 
equipment (PPE)”

“Those in direct contact with deceased cases of COVID-19 (both suspected or confirmed) should be 
protected from exposure to infected bodily fluids, contaminated objects, or other contaminated 
environmental surfaces through wearing of appropriate PPE. Minimum requirements include gloves and 
a long-sleeved water-resistant gown”



Medical Authorities
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control
“During standard handling, the risk associated with transmission of droplets or aerosol from the airways of the deceased is 
considered low. Conversely, aerosol-generating procedures or procedures that can lead to splashes during post-mortem 
examinations carry a higher risk and require appropriate PPE (e.g. eye protection and facial filter piece (FFP) respirators, 
categories 2 or 3 (FFP2, FFP3)”

“Standard and non-invasive last offices body preparations, such as combing, cleaning and washing, may be performed using 
appropriate standard precautions and PPE preventing transmission through direct contact. Minimum requirements include 
gloves and long-sleeved water-resistant gown”

“Staff responsible for wrapping bodies before transport should wear appropriate PPE to minimise exposure to infected 
bodily fluids, contaminated objects and other contaminated environmental surfaces. The suggested set of PPE for the staff 
responsible for bagging/wrapping bodies is gloves and long-sleeved water-resistant gown.”



Scholars
3 main views

1) Deceased considered Shaheed so no ghusl required
2) Not safe to perform ghusl due to risk of infection, so bury without ghusl/ tayammum5

3) Ghusl should try to be done, provided safe and appropriate PPE available6



BIMA stance
Discussion with Public Health, NBC, Scholars and our own Infectious Disease consultants

We don’t believe differing views are necessarily completely contradictory

We believe we have reached a happy middle and have summarized how to achieve a balance between normative 
obligation of ghusl , and the safety/ logistical issues specific to covid-19 and also what to do when this is not possible

Q&A7

Flowchart8
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Any other options?
Hospital to do ghusl?

- Occurring already in parts of the country
- Accepted by Hanafi madhab
- perhaps worth exploring?



Funeral Financial Support
https://www.gov.uk/funeral-payments

- Financial support form the government if need help paying for funerals

Funeral Expenses Payment can help to pay for some of the costs of the following:
- Burial fees for a particular plot
- Cremation fees, including the cost of the doctor’s certificate
- Travel to arrange or go to the funeral
- Cost of moving the body within the UK, if it’s being moved more than 50 miles
- Death certificates or other documents

- You can also get up to £700 for any other funeral expenses, such as funeral director’s fees, flowers or the coffin.-
- The payment will not usually cover all of the costs of the funeral.
- How much you get depends on your circumstances. This includes any other money that’s available to cover the costs, for 
example from an insurance policy or the deceased person’s estate.

https://www.gov.uk/funeral-payments


Funeral Financial Support
Eligibility

- You get certain benefits or tax credits
- You meet the rules on your relationship with the deceased
- You’re arranging a funeral in the UK, the European Economic Area (EEA) or Switzerland

If you don’t meet criteria?

- National Zakat Foundation have advised to contact them for assistance9

https://www.gov.uk/eu-eea


Nightingale Mosques
Tuesday 6th April 8pm – 10pm

http://bit.ly/BoltonCMS

22-bed unit in Bolton in a mosaque
End-of-life care
Staffed by local GPs and pharmacists

Join webinar to see how it can replicated in other parts of the country

http://bit.ly/BoltonCMS


Thank you
Contact

• covid@britishima.org
• www.britishima.org
• Twitter/FB: @britishima

http://britishima.org
http://www.britishima.org/
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