
Rt Hon Dominic Raab MP 

Secretary of State for Foreign & Commonwealth Affairs 

Foreign & Commonwealth Office 

King Charles Street 

London SW1A 2AH 

By email to: fcocorrespondence@fco.gov.uk 

21 July 2020 

Dear Foreign Secretary, 

I am writing on behalf of the Muslim Council of Britain, the UK’s largest representative body of Muslim 

organisations. 

In December 2018, I wrote to your predecessor, Jeremy Hunt, raising my grave concerns of the treatment 

of the Uighur Muslims, and the lack of response to our concerns from of His Excellency Ambassador Lui 

Xiaoming. Nineteen months later, it fills me with great sadness to be writing to you raising the same grave 

concerns, and without a response from the Chinese Ambassador.  

The situation in Xinjiang has not improved, and as you are well aware, the persecution of Muslims continues 

with the forced sterilisation of women and the detention without trial in concentration camps of over a 

million people. The actions of the Chinese Government against the Uighur Muslims has all the hallmarks of a 

genocidal atrocity, and I fear unless strong, substantive action is taken against the Chinese Government, we 

will be witnessing the total ethnic cleansing of the Uighur Muslims. This is deeply distressing to many Muslims 

across Britain, and indeed across the world.  

You and the Prime Minister have recently criticised the Chinese Government over its flagrant human rights 

abuses against the Uighur Muslims which has been very welcome, but I fear that without a tangible action 

plan to address the atrocities carried out by the Chinese Government, these abuses will not stop and more 

lives will be lost. As you are aware, a petition calling on the House of Commons to hold a debate calling on 

the UK Government to impose of sanctions on China over its treatment of Uighur Muslims has reached over 

100,000 signatories, and will be debated in the House of Commons in due course. This is vitally important 

that we discuss this issue and ways in which effective pressure can be applied to the Chinese Government, 

but action must be taken immediately as the situation continues to worsen.  

The failure of the Chinese Ambassador to acknowledge or to even address the atrocities committed by his 

government on BBC’s Andrew Marr Show on Sunday 19th July was unacceptable and encapsulates China’s 

ruthless attitude towards the persecution in Xinjiang. I believe it is incumbent of the UK Government to 

address this by asserting its diplomatic power in the form of imposing sanctions, raising this with the UN 

Security Council and by discussing this explicitly with counterparts in the Chinese Government. The UK 

Government must insist on a full and impartial international investigation, and the full force of international 

law against the perpetrators of these atrocities.  

I urge you, as the Foreign Secretary, to follow up your strong stance condemning the ethnic cleansing of the 

Uighur Muslims with equally strong actions. The situation in Xinjiang will only continue to worsen the longer 
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the international community take to respond, and it is looking increasingly likely that we are headed in a 

direction which will see the total destruction of Uighur Muslim communities unless urgent and immediate 

action is taken.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Harun Rashid Khan 

Secretary General 


