
Urgent Update For Madrasah’s
about deciding to stay open or 

to remain closed during 
Lockdown 2.0

Maktab’s and Madarasah’s DO NOT all have to close. 

Maktab’s and Madarasa’s can stay OPEN if they meet certain 
conditions 



Lockdown 2.0 – Government Guidance  

From 5th November until 2nd December 2020, new national restrictions will replace the Local Covid Alert 
Levels. These new national measures are aimed at reducing the spread of infection by minimising contact 
with other people. However, we want to ensure that essential services that cannot happen remotely can 
continue to operate during this period (for example, childcare that is essential to enable parents to work).

As such, out-of-school activities may continue to operate if their primary purpose is either/and/or:

• providing registered childcare

• offering other childcare activities, where this is reasonably necessary to enable parents to work or search 
for work or undertake training or education

• for respite care, including for vulnerable children.

• to be primarily used by home educating parents as part of their arrangements for their child to receive a 
suitable full-time education (which could include, for example, tuition centres, supplementary schools, or 
private tutors).

• Youth support services, including 1-1 youth work and support groups, may also continue to operate.

All other out of school activities, not being primarily used by parents for these purposes, should close for 
face-to-face provision for the duration of the national restrictions.

The guidance from DfE covering off the impact of the new national restrictions on the education sector has just been 
published:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/education-and-childcare-settings-new-national-restrictions-from-5-november-2020#ooss

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/education-and-childcare-settings-new-national-restrictions-from-5-november-2020#ooss


Interpretation of the Government Guidance 

• The guidance and legislation doesn’t make carveouts for specific types of 
out-of-school settings; instead, it depends on the reasons why the settings 
are being accessed (i.e. if it’s to support children that are being home 
educated or to support parents to work)

• Therefore, all settings, including Madarasah’s operating out of Mosques, 
should consider whether they are going to be primarily used for those 
essential reasons outlined in the guidance. If not, then they should cease 
operating face-to-face provision for the lockdown period, but can offer 
remote education.

• In order to operate they will not have to be registered childcare setting but 
have to be covid safe and fulfill the above objectives. 



Where can I access more information about 
how to keep children safe during Covid?

• https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/keeping-children-safe-
in-out-of-school-settings

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/keeping-children-safe-in-out-of-school-settings


Where I can seek clarification?

• Please find the contact DFE page here: https://www.gov.uk/contact-dfe

https://www.gov.uk/contact-dfe


Conclusions

• Maktab’s and Madarasah’s DO NOT all have to close. 

• Maktab’s and Madarasa’s can stay open if they meet certain 
conditions 


